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One of the many blessings I have had in my life is to have a number of very trustworthy mentors who have challenged me to 
answer important questions in ministry. One such person is Knute Larson. And one of his important challenges came to me 
when he was visiting a church I was pastoring years back. I was sharing my vision and where I wanted to lead the church. I 
had recently absorbed some ideas from a recent pastor’s conference in which one of the speakers encouraged us to be a 
“Go-and-Tell” church and not a “Come-and-See” church. And as I shared my determination to be a “Go-and-Tell” church to 
the exclusion of a “Come-and-See” church, Knute’s wisdom hit my like a thunderbolt. 
 
Knute–“Why can’t you be both?” 
 
Me–“Because, umCI don’t know. Can you?” 
 
Knute–(smiling) “Shouldn’t you give your congregation easy opportunities to invite a friend to church?” 
 
Redeemer is trying to unleash the love of Jesus on 5,000 in 5 Years throughC 
• Direct evangelism and discipleship 
• Cultivating friendships for spiritual conversations 
• Acts of compassion done in Jesus’ name 
• Being a peacemaker in a world filled with strife.                                                                                          (Continued on page 2) 

Easter and Beyond 
Opportuni	es to Invite a Friend 

Unleashing Jesus’ Love at an 

Easter Egg Hunt 

An Easter Egg hunt was always one of those things that 
Desiree has done for our kids. The weather is getting 
nicer. The celebration of the resurrection of Jesus is on 
our minds. I know Desiree not only loved the fun that the 
kids had looking for the eggs, but the desire to make 
Easter special to the kids like Christmas is. But, one of the 
things we had to do with Josiah and Jordan was to make 
sure they did not scoop up every egg before Micah got a 
chance. It was easy for them to forget themselves, see the 
egg, and grab it quick in the excitement of the hunt. There 
was never an intentional attempt to exclude their brother 
with special needs. But, without being prepped, that is how 
things would occur. Kids with special needs often get left 
in the dust though it is rarely anyone’s intention. And they 
want to have fun too! 

(Continued on page 3) 

Saturday, June 3, 2017 at Silver Spring Country Club in Menomonee Falls 
 
The 2017 Golf Outing provides a day for Redeemer to gather for food, fun, and fellowship! It’s also an excellent opportunity for 
Redeemer to reach out to friends, coworkers, neighbors, and relatives by asking them to join us. We are looking for 72 players 
in total, and we’d like a good number of those to be non-Redeemer. So start asking around for a partner, or even build your 
own foursome/team. Please be in prayer about whom it is that God might want you to invite! The day starts with registration 
and free range balls (6:00-7:10 am). We will have an all players meeting at 
7:15 with golf to begin immediately after. Prize distribution, lunch buffet and 
the speaker to follow golf. 
 
The cost of $70 per person includes: 
• 18 holes of golf and cart (2 persons/cart) 
• Free practice range balls before tee off 
• Shotgun start with 4-man scramble format 
• Lunch buffet with speaker 
• Prizes! 
 
Sign-up will be at the Welcome Desk with all registrations and money 
collected by no later than Sunday, May 21st. If you have any questions 
contact Tim Smith (414-321-0839). 

April 2017 



Families save the date!! This year the Redeemer Family Work 
Weekend at Camp Awana (Fredonia, WI) will be on May 19th-21st. It 
is a wonderful opportunity to “give back” to a Christian Camp that 
several of our Redeemer families and children attend for various 
events throughout the year. 
 
We will be assisting camp staff in projects such as (but not limited 
to): cleaning cabins, yardwork and planting, chopping wood, 
prepping boats and lake inflatables, painting, repair projects. 
 
Cabin lodging and meals are provided, but a small donation per 
family is recommended. The weekend is also a great way to serve 
together as a family! If interested in coming, please contact Maureen 
Thoen (thoen@sthoen.com). 

 
And this Easter season (and beyond) will afford many of those 
opportunities! Let me encourage you to pray for people in your circle and 
offer an invitation to one or more of the following: 
 
Special Needs Easter Egg Hunt!  
Another compassion-based outreach, the Special Needs Easter Egg Hunt 
includes both the egg hunt and a brunch. There will be eggs, candy, prizes, 
notes of encouragement, and lots of grace for families that carry an extra 
burden. It’s an easy way to invite a friend or neighbor with a special needs 
child 18 years old or younger. The hunt begins at 10:00AM on Saturday, 
April 15th here at Redeemer. The brunch starts at 11:00AM! 
 
Easter Services! 
We will have the choir, a children’s time in the service, an art wall by our 
3rd and 4th graders who have been working on some paintings, and of 
course, a compelling message about the truth of the resurrection including 
a section at the end where anyone can ask a resurrection-related question! 
 
Six Tough Questions!  
Speaking of questions, that ending to the Easter services where Pastor 
Dave will answer questions from the platform, sets the stage for the next 
six weeks in the Six Tough Questions sermon series. Many people still 
wrestle with questions like, “How do we know there is a God?”, “Doesn’t 
science disprove faith?”, “Is Jesus the only way? What about the other 
religions?”, etcC We will have six weeks of thoughtful responses to those 
questions including Q & A time at the end of each service: perfect for the 
friend with lots of questions and doubts! The series begins the next Sunday 
after Easter (April 23rd). 
 
Yes, we will continue to go-and-tell people about Jesus. But, we invite you 
to invite others to come-and-see as well! 

(Easter and Beyond continued) 

Family Work Weekend When We Can’t Find Easter 

Easter is the most joyous Christian holy day ... except when it’s 
not. What do we do when our mood isn’t what we think it “should” 
be? The kids are sugared up, we’re juggling family gatherings 
(and maybe conflicts), our everyday challenges remain, and 
festive hymns — however rousing — fail to lift our spirits. We 
wonder, “What’s wrong with me, that I can’t seem to find Easter?” 
 
Been there, done that. And it’s okay. You’re okay. 
 
Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t scoop us out of our troubles, but the 
death-defying Christ walks through them beside us, on our own 
Emmaus road (Luke 24). We aren’t alone. When we can’t find 
Easter, Easter somehow finds us — if not on this designated 
Sunday, perhaps two days from now, or next week or mid-May. 
Watch for it; keep your heart open. Christ is risen indeed — and 
you shall be too. 

—Heidi Mann 

So, the egg hunt–sandwiched 
between Good Friday and Easter, on 
Saturday, April 15th from 10:00-11:00 
AM–will be more than just for eggs. 
The eggs will, of course, have candy 
in them, or prizes, or both. But, we 
are also designating one particular 
colored egg just for the typical kids, 
with a note of encouragement to 
them as well as something fun. We’re 
hoping for good weather, but have an 
indoor “Plan B” if the weather will not 
cooperate. 
 
Then, there is the brunch which starts 
at 11:00 and goes to Noon. It will be 
gluten-free/casein-free to 
accommodate the many families on 
this diet. Eggs, sausage, much 
baconCall GF/CF! But, the brunch is 
another chance to offer grace in the 
form of some door prizes as well as a 
short time of sharing about the whole 
point of Good Friday and Easter. 
 
So, how can you help?  
 
Pray! Pray for many families to attend 
and to have a great time! We could 
use all the prayer we can get! 
Donate! We are trying to be careful 

with the budget so if you can donate 
approved candy (has to GF/CFCand 
we have a list to make it easy), or 
prizes, or time, contact Anna or 
Teresa and we would be blessed to 
have the help! 
 
Write a note! Stop at the table in the 
foyer to write a short note of kind 
encouragement to the siblings and 
parents who live with extra 
challenges due to special needs.  
 
The resurrection is about the hope of 
new life and the kingdom of God 
coming in full. It is about the victory 
won on the cross and how God is 
now reversing the curse, starting with 
death and flowing back into all the 
forms of brokenness that the curse 
has touched. And in that vein, our 
love and care for the overlooked and 
the often-excluded is truly a 
statement that Jesus has risen and 
has changed everything! 
 

~ Pastor Dave 

 
I also remember the first special 
needs Easter Egg hunt that we 
attended. One of the churches in 
Dayton, Ohio (whose senior pastor, 
not surprisingly, also had a special 
needs child) put this on and it was 
just a joy to see all of the kids that 
can get overlooked or passed up 
roaming about, finding eggs, going to 
the brunch afterwards. The smiles 
were huge–not just on their faces, but 
also on the faces of the parents. 
 
So, in line with Redeemer’s goal to 
unleash the love of Christ on 5,000 
people in 5 years, we are rolling out 
our first special needs Easter Egg 
Hunt. We have the platform of 
BREATHE already in place and this 
is a chance to expand our connection 
to these families for whom we care 
so much! There are two main 
components–the egg hunt itself and 
the brunch afterwards. I am so 
thankful for Anna Heimiller and 
Teresa Arenz who have stepped in 
as leaders to oversee these two 
components of this outreach. I am 
also excited about sharing a few of 
the details with our church family. 
 

(Easter Egg Hunt continued) 
Join us for a special time of worship on:  

 

Good Friday 
7:00 PM 

______________________ 
 

Easter Sunday 
8:30 and 11:00 AM 

(no Sunday School or ABF) 


